Let me first thank the Potomac Valley Watercolorists for
inviting me to judge the awards for their June 2020 Online
Exhibition. The quality of work in the exhibition was excellent
making my job of selecting the award winners difficult. I
could easily have given many more awards.
With this many excellent paintings, I wanted to represent the
variety of subject matter and styles of work included in the
exhibition. My criteria included mastery of watercolor
techniques but with the high quality of work in the show
technical expertise was not enough.
The award winners are pieces that grabbed my attention and
did not let me forget them. Often this is done by telling a
story in your art and expressing the emotions that drove you
to paint it. I also looked for artists who created a design that
balances the elements of art, including color, line, value, and
texture. The goal of this balancing act is to provide the
viewer with an exciting focal point that your eye travels to. It
was a true pleasure judging the awards for this show and
hope you will find equal enjoyment in viewing the exhibition.
The order of the honorable mention awards does not imply
any hierarchy, all were marvelous.
Thank you for letting me enjoy your show. — April

June 2020 Potomac Valley Watercolorists
Award Winners

WINTER BLUES 11" x 8"
Jean Gill
First Place
This small painting made me say, “Wow!” The
limited color palette of blue, violet, and black is
powerful and uses rhythm and harmony to
make my eye wander through this landscape
and let me linger in its beauty. The dark black
accents are the only truly hard edges in this
otherwise flowing piece.

WHEN I GROW UP 15” x 22"
Megha Mehra
National Watercolor Society
Award
What a beautifully executed painting. The
balance between a very wet and loose
background that cleverly forms the shape of her
back and the simple, yet precise details of her
features is perfect. Background colors repeat in
her hair and skin tone.
We get an intimate look into a moment in her
life. The slightly turned face makes us wonder if
we might not know her.
The skill level and freshness of the application of
paint matches her youth.
I loved the use of lost edges at her forehead and
on the back of her head that integrate her with
the background. There is a beautiful push and
pull between soft and hard edges throughout.

MEPHISTO WALTZ 19" x 10"
Leigh Culver
Southern Watercolor Society Award
This painting is beautiful simplicity! Great
examples of movement, gesture, rhythm, and
harmony are shown in this painting. It appears
spontaneous, but the skill demonstrated is
extraordinary. The variety of shape and unity in
the leaves allow us to imagine them without
precise details.

BUMPERS AND REFLECTIONS
24” x 19”
Betty Ganley
Second Place
Another great painting that uses a
wonderful division of space. The
boat is cropped high since it provides
context, but the real stars are the red
bumper and reflections in the water.
You can get lost in the water, moving
with the rippling tide.
I love how the red of the bumper is
repeated subtly in the window of the
boat, reflections on the side, and in
the water. These spots of warm
color stand out in the predominantly
cool painting.

EMERALD HUMMINGBIRD 8” x 10”
Cecilia Capestany
Third Place
This painting is a little gem in so
many ways. Starting with the entry
and exit points of the branch, this
jagged line provides an interesting
division of space. Value is cleverly
used to provide the darkest contrast
of the branch right next to both
sides of the hummingbird, fading
out to light values as it approaches
the sides of the paper. Even the
color of the branch shifts from cool
in the center to warm at the edges.
The color variation within the bird is
soft and gradual with just enough
hard edges to imply the feather
locations. The background has a
subtle pattern to hint at foliage
without presenting any detail. All
these design features keep us
looking at this gorgeous
hummingbird. Masterfully done!
GIRLS ARE DANCING

9.75” x 12.5”
Ray Goodrow
Honorable Mention
What sets this painting apart is the
story it tells. I feel like I can almost
hear the music they are dancing to.
The use of contrast, portraying one
of the dancers in a warm color while
the painting is predominantly cool,
leaves no doubt where the focal
point is. There is a great sense of
movement in the painting caused by
the light streaming through the
window that feels like the music is
pouring out and suggests the
movement of the dance.

VIBERNUM 11” x 14”
Tara Hamilton
Honorable Mention
If you look up the definition of a botanical
painting, this should be the image that
appears. With just a few branches entering
or exiting the paper on each edge and
clean colors forming the shapes of the
leaves and petals. Beautifully done!

A MOMENT 22” x 15”
Deborah Conn

Honorable Mention
This artist captured a difficult moment through
the gesture of her pose, but it is the use of
fractured planes that really brings the emotion
to the forefront. Those fractured shapes made
me stop and look more closely, allowing her
emotion to envelop me.

LAKE ERIE 11” x 14”
Stephanie Gustavson
Honorable Mention
This painting tells a great story. You
do not need to see the boy’s face to
see his fear of the water, while his
sister seems excited and curious to
see it up close. The use of lost and
found edges in the water is
masterful; the light colors of the sea
help feature the children.

ON THE TRAIL TO MARYS ROCK 19” x 13”
Janet Hansen Martinet
Honorable Mention
Paintings from a different perspective tend to
catch my eye. The perspective of the trees
makes you stop and think before you fully
understand the image, then you can travel
around and really take in the wonderful
details of the landscape.

GIRALDA (SEVILLA) 18.5” x 11.5”
Marta Legeckis
Honorable Mention
Using the intricate shape of the window/
doorway to encapsulate the view of the
building is a brilliant division of space.
The dark wall border in contrast with the
pale interior draws you into the painting and
keeps you from wandering out. The very
subtle value changes of the architecture
force you to examine the painting closely.
Beautifully designed and executed.

PEONIES 22” x 29”
Jung Smith
Honorable Mention
A masterful still life with beautiful soft edges
within the flowers and hard edges to capture
the crystal vase to perfection. The shape of
the dark background forms a “t-shape”
featuring the peonies and subduing interest in
the red flowers that could have easily stolen
the show.

FLOWERING WORLD!! 15” x 30”
Linda Maldonado
Honorable Mention
A wonderful combination of an
abstract background with more
realistic flowers. Repeating the color
of the blue stripes among the flowers
helps to integrate the painting. This
design is highly effective!

BLUE SKIES AHEAD 12” x 9”
Nancy Walnes
Honorable Mention
The energy and emotion portrayed
by this landscape is fantastic. The
division of space with the low horizon
and simplified shapes of the distant
trees adds to the power of the sky.

.

SUNLIT STREAM 24.5” x 31”
Sue Moses
Honorable Mention
This wonderful painting sets a calm,
serene mood making me want to be
there exploring the wonders of
nature. The shade and lit sides of
the landscape provide a great
sense of light.
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